SUMMARY A study of the postoperative evolution of 70 eyes subjected to trabeculectomy over a 3-year period is reported. This is the operation of choice in our department in cases of chronic open-angle glaucoma and chronic angle-closure glaucoma. The study showed that in 35 7% of the operated eyes the intraocular pressure was increased on the second postoperative day and became normal within a week. This raised intraocular pressure did not influence the final result of the operation. Cairns (1968) was the first to introduce the trabeculectomy operation as a most successful form of surgery for primary open-angle glaucoma. The trabeculectomy operation causes a highly significant reduction of the intraocular pressure (IOP) and a parallel rise in aqueous outflow facility (Watson and Barnett, 1975) .
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Trabeculectomy is increasingly becoming the operation of choice in cases of primary open-angle glaucoma and chronic angle-closure glaucoma. For acute angle-closure glaucoma the usual procedure is still peripheral iridectomy, though it sometimes necessitates further treatment (Wilson, 1977) .
Another group of eyes subjected to trabeculectomy are those treated by combined trabeculectomy and cataract extraction (Hilsdorf, 1974; Bregeat, 1975; Witmer and Rohen, 1976) . Immediately after the operation, in 25 out of 70 eyes operated on by us the increase of the IOP was transient and had not affected the final result of the operation.
Materials and methods
The operation technique used is as described by Watson (1970) , and re-described in a study by Thyer and Wilson (1972) Trabeculectomy is free of major operative and postoperative complications (Watson and Barnett, 1975) . Many clinicians report in their studies that in comparison with the other filtering procedures trabeculectomy has only a few minor complications (Schwartz et al., 1976 ). They were rare in our cases.
The most interesting result of this study is the rise of the IOP on the second postoperative day. Chronic open-angle glaucoma (28 eyes (Portney, 1977 (Fechner, 1975 
